Middle School Summer Reading Guidelines - Grade 8

You must read two books this summer. Book A, the first book, is a required selection, while
Book B, the second book, may be chosen from the list provided.

I. Book A: Things Not Seen -- Andrew Clements

A. Complete the assignment for Book A. A rubric for this assignment is provided, so please
use it as a checklist to make certain that you have completed all of the required criteria.
There will be an assessment for this book in September; this grade will be posted in

literature.

B. When reading the novel, carefully consider the characters, plot, setting, and most
importantly, the theme.
C. When you have completed the novel, complete the project:

a. Imagine that you have signed a deal with a big record company to create a
soundtrack for Things Not Seen. Brainstorm ideas for a CD album cover that will
show a memorable image and a back cover that lists song titles. The whole album
must communicate the theme or themes of the book.

b. Cut your sheet of paper into two squares that fit into a clear CD case. Staple or
tape them together along one side to create a booklet. Then design it to include
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be completed by hand; no computer images will be permitted.

A back cover that lists 10 song titles by artists whose work you feel
matches the theme(s) of the book. For example, if you are reading Holes
by Louis Sachar, a song title might be “Eye of the Tiger” by Survivor
because it speaks to the theme of courage. The main character, Stanley,
shows courage when he steals the truck, carries Zero up the mountain, and
sticks up for himself in the “wreck” room. Be certain to include the name
of the artist with the title and to put quotation marks around the song titles.
An interior page or pages that explain why you chose each song and how
it relates to the theme of the book (Use the back of the cover and back
cover sheets if necessary).

c. Remember, all illustrations must be drawn by hand; no computer images will be
allowed. The song titles and explanations should either be typed or neatly written
by hand (Be certain to use a straight edge to create an even, unified look).




