Middle School Summer Reading Guidelines -- Grade 7

You must read two books this summer. Book A, the first book, is a required selection, while
Book B, the second book, may be chosen from the list provided.

I. Book A: Crispin: The Cross of Lead - AVI

A. Complete the assignment for Book A. A rubric for this assignment is provided, so please

B.

C.

use it as a checklist to make certain that you have completed all of the required criteria.
There will be an assessment for this book in September; this grade will be posted in
literature.

When reading the novel, carefully consider the characters, plot, setting, and most
importantly, the theme.

When you have completed the novel, complete the project:

a. Complete the “Plot Turning Point Posters” ditto, page 15. Answer the
questions (please type on another sheet) in complete sentences. Be certain to
provide at least four discoveries, four setbacks, and four successes when
answering the questions on the ditto.

b. Once the list is complete, choose the four best ideas for each category and
write these on the arrows provided (extra arrows have been provided). Use the
straight arrows for the setbacks and successes, and use the curved arrows for
the discoveries. Cut the arrows out and arrange them on a 14 '4” X 22” piece
of poster board as shown in the sample illustration below. Make certain that
you include the name of the novel, the author, and the three category headings
on the poster. You must also draw and color at least two symbols from the
book on the poster itself.

II. Book B:

A.

Choose ONE of the following for your second book. When making your choice for Book
B, choose a book based on the summary, your interests, the difficulty of the reading
material, and your reading ability. Do not choose a book based on the number of pages.
In September, students will meet for two classes with the teacher who recommended the
book on Book B List. During these two classes, the teacher will assess whether the
student has read the book with a Reading Quiz, a Written Essay, and Small Group
Discussion. Rubrics for these assignments are provided. The student is responsible for
demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the book he/she has chosen. Specifically,
students should read for setting, plot, turning point/climax, theme, characters, and
character traits. If the reading is completed early in the summer, the student should
review the books before the start of school in September.




When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead

Crans Cahanl T henwm: Tastienal

unwillingly enters a world where she is no longer a princess but a worker. Set against the multiethnic, labor-organizing era of the
Depression, the story of Esperanza remaking herself is satisfyingly complete, including dire illness and a difficult romance. Except for
the evil uncles, all of the characters are rounded, their motives genuine, with class issues honestly portrayed. Easy to booktalk, useful
in classroom discussions, and accessible as pleasure reading, this well-written novel belongs in all collections.”

Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA

Life As We Knew It Susan Pfeffer

From School Library Journal



